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— 1.Introduction

This guide aims to empower UK academics and administrators to support the
resilience of Gaza's universities during this critical moment for the future of higher
education in Palestine. It emphasises the responsibility of the international
academic community to stand with Palestinian institutions, ensuring access to
quality education and bolstering their ability to operate in the face of ongoing
assaults on their existence. With the systematic destruction of universities in Gaza
and the killing of students and educators amidst a relentless military campaign
causing extreme levels of death and devastation, the need for international
assistance has become increasingly urgent. Despite these challenges, as affirmed
by a statement from local academics and administrators, Gaza’s universities
continue to operate and have transitioned to online teaching. To sustain this
critical mission, Gaza'’s non-profit public universities have formed an Emergency
Committee of Universities to coordinate and guide efforts for international support.

UK universities, with their robust academic networks and resources, are well
positioned to provide meaningful support through collaborative initiatives. These
partnerships not only offer tangible benefits to Palestinian institutions at a time of
critical need and reflect a long-established practice of international collaboration
but also enrich the UK academic community by fostering cross-cultural exchange,
shared research, and a deeper understanding of the social and political reality of a
people in the Global South living in the seventh decade of military occupation.


https://www.gazauniversities.org/
https://www.gazauniversities.org/

Introduction

Faculty and staff across UK universities are now considering how best to support
their Palestinian colleagues and their students. As initiatives are still evolving, this
guide offers up-to-date insights, addresses key questions, and provides practical
examples and models for establishing and sustaining partnerships with Palestinian
universities.

The first section offers an overview of the Palestinian higher education system,
highlighting the effects of the Gaza war on its universities, the creation of the
Emergency Committee of Gaza Universities, and the role of UK institutions. The next
four sections explore models of institution-to-institution partnerships at
departmental and university levels, including twinning, research partnerships,
scholarships, and models of teaching and resource collaboration. The guide
concludes with a summary of key principles for best practices.



1. Introduction

1.10verview of the Palestinian Higher —
Education System

The Palestinian higher education system is relatively young, having developed in the

wake of the 1948 Nakba, amid the challenging conditions imposed by Israeli military
occupation. With many of their origins in teaching training colleges, schools and
further education colleges, fully-fledged Palestinian universities were established in
the 1970s. Despite extensive repressive measures undertaken by Israeli military
authorities hampering their operation and growth, the universities in Palestine
played a pivotal role in ensuring the resilience of Palestiniaon society, preserving
national identity and providing access to higher education for a new generation in
Palestine, while achieving a high level of autonomy.

Categories of Palestinian Higher Education Institution

Since the Palestinian National Authority was established in 1994, higher education
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (oPt) has been subject to legislation which
has developed a national framework combining autonomy at the institutional level
with national oversight and regulation by the Ministry of Higher Education and
Council for Higher Education. By law, there are four main types of higher
institutions: governmental, public (not-for-profit), private (for-profit), and UNRWA-
administered. Most higher education institutions are public and, as with most UK
universities, are independent non-profit entities. In the case of Palestinian public
(not-for-profit) universities, they are sustained by very limited PNA (Palestinian
National Authority) funding, some charitable contributions but mostly income from
tuition fees. ‘Governmental’ institutions receive full state support, while private
sector (for-profit) institutions — a relatively new category of university - rely on
funding from foundations, charities, and private investment. UNRWA's institutions
cater specifically to families of refugees from 1948 resident in the oPt, offering
associate and bachelor's degrees, technical training, and scholarships.


https://www.mohe.pna.ps/Higher-Education-/Higher-Education-System

1.10verview of the Palestinian Higher Education
System

International Quality Assurance in the Palestinian Higher Education Sector

Academic oversight is provided by the Ministry of Education and Higher Education
and the Higher Education Council, which set national standards for curriculum
content. In 2002, the Accreditation and Quality Assurance Commission (AQAC) was
established by the PNA as a semi-autonomous body responsible for regulating
accreditation in the higher education sector. It operates a system of evaluation
that entails self-assessment, peer review and external examination. AQAC is a
member of international networks of quality assurance including the International
Network for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (INQAAHE), ensuring Palestinian
higher education institutions adhere to international accreditation standards.



1.2. The War on Gaza

The ongoing war on Gaza has had a devastating impact on all aspects of life,
including the educational institutions that serve as the bedrock of Palestinian
society. All 12 of Gaza's universities have been bombed, all their buildings severely
damaged or totally destroyed. At least 178 university faculty and staff and
thousands of students have been killed by Israeli military forces. The deliberate
targeting of universities, schools, and other educational infrastructure has been
described by many, including UN experts as "scholasticide" a term that
encapsulates the systematic destruction of education as a means of eroding the
intellectual and cultural foundations of a people, coined by Professor Karma

Nabulsi during_Israel’s 2008-2 military assault on Gaza, “Operation Cast Lead”.

In response to these attacks, nearly 200 Gaza academics and administrators issued
a statement to the international academic community. Affirming their resolve to

continue educating current students and future generations, the "Unified
Emergency Statement by Palestinion Academics and Administrators of Gaza
Universities," calls upon the global academic community to act in solidarity with
them, and commit to rebuilding their demolished buildings, while providing support
directly to their higher education institutions. The academics in Gaza underscore
the need for international support to rebuild demolished universities, in order to
preserve the integrity and independence of Palestinion education as well as
restoring their physical infrastructure.

In their statement, they clearly reject any reconstruction efforts that bypass
existing universities. Most critically, they alert their international partners on the
illegality of initiatives that may be complicit in Palestinian dispossession or
compromise the autonomy and integrity of the institutions that are essential for the
ability of the Palestinian people to remain on their land. The clear intention of Israel
to conduct ethnic cleansing in Gaza, with the assistance of other members of the
international community has been alerted to among others, the UN Secretary
General, the Elders and leading human rights organisations.


https://right2edu.birzeit.edu/in-gaza-the-schools-are-dying-too/
https://right2edu.birzeit.edu/in-gaza-the-schools-are-dying-too/
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2024/5/29/open-letter-by-gaza-academics-and-university-administrators-to-the-world

1.3. The Formation of the Emergency Committee
of Universities in Gaza

The formation of the Emergency Committee of Universities in Gaza took place in

response to the statement from Gaza academics and administrators and to
counteract harmful initiatives that could serve to undermine and weaken the
higher education system in Gaza. Established with a formal mandate by the public
non-profit universities in Gaza, Al Agsa University, Al Azhar University and the
Islamic University of Gaza - between them representing the vast majority of the
student and faculty population - the Emergency Committee is a coordinating body
that liaises with international organisations and universities and is the only body
capable of speaking on behalf of Gaza’'s public higher education sector. Direct
licoison with the Emergency Committee is essential to ensure equitable
collaboration that meets the needs of academics and administrators, as well as
students in Gaza today.

In June, the Committee issued a summary of priority areas for support intended for
international organisations and universities. The six priorities identified were public
pledges to rebuild Gaza universities, support for online instruction, student
scholarships for students in Gaza, exile student support and research cooperation.
In each area, the Emergency Committee has emphasised the necessity of
institution-to-institution partnership.

Since its formation, the Emergency Committee has been coordinating international
support for the university sector in Gaza. The first priority of the Emergency
Committee has been to secure urgently needed funds for the universities in order to
support their efforts to resume teaching online. Its work has led to the launch of the
Isnad programme — a partnership between Al Agsa, Al Azhar and the Islamic
University of Gaza and the Palestinian charitable foundation Taawon to raise $16
million in support to cover tuition fees for university students who remain in Gaza.


https://www.gazauniversities.org/call
https://www.taawon.org/en/isnad

1.4. The Role of UK Universities —

The importance of equitable partnerships between UK universities and their
international counterparts has received increasing attention in recent years with
studies conducted on the topic by the British Council, the Association of
Commonwealth Universities and the UK Collaborative on Development Research.
Such research highlights the risks associated with partnerships driven by the
priorities and agendas of UK institutions. For partnerships intended to assist an
overseas sector, good ethical practice demands an approach to building
partnerships driven by local needs and priorities: in this case, Palestinian
universities. Constructive approaches to intervention foreground the needs of local
populations ensuring their active participation in  every phase; design,
implementation, and evaluation. This helps to build on the existing strengths,
creativity, and resourcefulness of local actors, leading to more sustainable and
impactful outcomes while avoiding measures that may undermine local capacity.

UK universities have a crucial role to play in supporting universities in Gaza through
equitable partnerships that address the specific needs of these institutions at this
critical moment. There is a long_history of partnership, collaboration and exchange

with Palestinian higher education institutions, with a number of institution-to-
institution partnerships currently operating between UK and Palestinian
universities, as well as scholarship and fellowship programmes for Palestinian
students and faculty.

Global engagement is a fundamental element of the strategies pursued by UK
research bodies such as UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) and the British
Academy. UKRI's principles of engagement emphasise the importance of working

in collaboration with partners worldwide, fostering relationships that are mutually
beneficial and respectful of diverse perspectives. Partnership with higher education
institutions in the Global South has been a cornerstone of recent UK development
policy with the Development Partnerships in Higher Education (DelPHE) program
(DelPHE; 2006—-2013 succeeded by the UK's Strategic Partnerships for Higher
Education Innovation and Reform (SPHEIR; 2016-2022).



https://fobzu.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Building-Academic-Links-Summary-Report-July-2023.pdf
https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/UKRI-300922-InternationalStrategicFramework.pdf
https://www.britishcouncil.org/partner/track-record/development-partnerships-higher-education
https://www.spheir.org.uk/
https://www.spheir.org.uk/

1.4. The Role of UK Universities

This approach aligns with the needs of Gaza’'s universities, which require not only
immediate assistance but also long-term collaboration that can help build
capacity, agency and resilience to ensure the survival of the sector. UKRI's
commitment to reducing_barriers to international collaboration and promoting the

circulation of ideas and people is particularly relevant in the context of Gaza, where
isolation has been a significant obstacle. By playing a role in ensuring Gaza's
academic institutions remain connected to the global research community,
particularly at this moment of extreme destruction, UK universities can provide
urgent assistance as they struggle for their survival. The British Academy’s
emphasis on international collaboration and mobility as essential components of

knowledge production further reinforces the importance of such partnerships.
Supporting Gaza’'s universities aligns with the broader goals of advancing global
understanding and strengthening research capabilities across borders.

The commitment of the UK sector to support for international partners has also
been demonstrated on an unprecedented scale in the wake of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, where UK universities mobilised resources, partnerships, and support
systems to help Ukrainian higher education institutions maintain continuity in the
face of the challenges posed by the war. Scholarships, research collaborations, and
the provision of academic resources within the framework of institution-to-
institution twinning were rapidly deployed to ensure that the academic community
in Ukraine could continue its work despite the ongoing conflict. This recent example
highlights the potential for UK universities to extend similar support to Gaza's
universities. Just as in Ukraine, UK institutions can play a pivotal role in ensuring the
survival and resilience of higher education in Gaza through partnerships that are
grounded in mutual respect and tailored to the specific needs of Palestinian faculty
and students.


https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/UKRI-300922-InternationalStrategicFramework.pdf
https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/documents/2557/The-British-Academy-International-Engagement.pdf
https://www.twinningukraine.com/

— 2.Twinning

Twinning has long existed as an equitable partnership framework operating in
different sectors between UK and overseas communities. In the case of Palestine,
twinning in the UK has been a long-held practice adopted by local communities
fostering connections that promote mutual understanding, cultural exchange, and
collaboration in different areas. In some cases, formal twinning agreements have
been established between cities, such as Oxford and Ramallah or Dundee and
Nablus. The Britain Palestine Twinning_ and Friendship Network, which was

established in 2005 and today comprises formal and informal initiatives and
groups based across the UK, many with histories that can be traced back decades.

The twinning model of partnership in the higher education sector has been recently
adopted and adapted to the needs of the Ukrainian higher education sector by the
UK-Ukraine Twinning_Initiative.

This experience offers an equitable institution-to-institution framework, with
aspects that can be drawn upon for supporting Palestiniaon higher education,
particularly universities in Gaza. The model, which connects institutions in crisis with
those capable of providing support, is rooted in a needs-based and collaborative
approach that prioritises maintaining the integrity of the higher education system,
preventing ‘brain drain’, and fostering long-term capacity building.

In the case of Gaza, a similar twinning framework could play a pivotal role in
providing a sector-wide response to the call for support. By pairing Gaza's
universities with UK institutions, the twinning model can help preserve the
academic and institutional integrity of these universities, ensure the retention of
faculty within Gaza, and equip local institutions with the resources and capabilities
that will be essential for their resilience and development. Such a model would
counter the ongoing scholasticide and some emerging externally  imposed

initiatives that serve to undermine, weaken and bypass them.


https://www.twinningwithpalestine.net/
https://www.twinningukraine.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/28/business/gaza-economy-rebuilding.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/28/business/gaza-economy-rebuilding.html

Twinning

The benefits of the twinning model extend beyond immediate crisis response,
offering a platform for deep, mutually beneficial partnerships that can evolve over
time. In the UK-Ukraine example, the success of the scheme has been attributed to
a facilitative and consultative approach, with a central coordinating_ body

overseeing the partnership process and ensuring that resources were deployed in
meaningful ways.

In the case of Gaza, a coordinating body now exists in the Emergency Committee
of Gaza Universities, which is being facilitoted through its partnership with Fobzu, a
UK charity that has been working for decades to promote partnerships between
higher education institutions in Palestine and the UK. This can help UK universities
not only provide immediate support but also engage in long-term capacity building
that strengthens the overall higher education system in Palestine. Such a
framework could cover the main priority areas of support listed by the Emergency
Committee including shared research projects, student and faculty exchanges, and
the development of joint programmes that address the specific needs of Gaza's
institutions. By leveraging the full spectrum of university resources, beyond just
research and teaching, such partnerships can support faculty in Gaza who are
determined to continue teaching and research.

The impact of such widespread support cannot be underestimated. As seen in the
Ukrainian example, the sense of solidarity and international support provided by
the twinning initiative has been invaluable. For Gaza's universities, the knowledge
that they are supported by a global network of universities provides a critical
morale boost and reinforces the importance of education as a tool for resilience
and future rebuilding. The scalability of the twinning model also suggests a
flexibility that allows for adaptation to the specific, political, and academic
contexts of Gaza, making it a useful framework for educational solidarity at faculty
or institutional levels.
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> 3.Research Partnership
Models

Scholars and academic departments have also in previous cases successfully
mobilised to build partnerships with scholars based in the Global South, and in
locations where higher education is at risk. This is done through Research Council
funded projects that include Global South based scholars as Co-Investigators, who
are paid a salary as well as overheads to their institutions. This is also done through
research partnerships with libraries and archival collections that enable the survival
of key historical and cultural materials that may otherwise have been at the risk of
destruction.

A year into the genocide on Gaza, questions ranging across the impact on higher
education, childhood, the environment, women’'s reproductive rights, political
futures, and resistance are already increasingly addressed by scholars in emerging
academic publications. As scholars apply for funding to study Palestine, it is
important that such research is guided by active collaboration, from the research
design stage, with Palestinian academics and institutions. As the Emergency
Committee of Gaza’'s Universities has made it clear, many of Gaza’'s scholars
remain active, and seek to return to their work as educators and researchers. It is
crucial that collaborations include this community of academics, as partners in
research. It is best practice — and required under some schemes — for Research
Council funded projects to collaborate with scholars in the Global South, where
these regions are the subject of research. However, it is crucial that Palestinian
scholars are not treated as gatherers of empirical data alone, and that Palestinian
institutions — particularly those in Gaza — are treated as materially equal partners
and are funded for their participation.

1



3. Research Partnership Models

3.1. Joint and Virtual Fellowships

One model that deserves further attention from UK funding bodies and universities
is that of Joint Fellowships and Research Projects that can be held between a
British university, and a Palestinian institution simultaneously. This would facilitate
both funding for a Palestinian scholar’'s research, publication, and network-
building within UK academia and policy spaces, whilst also providing material
support to a Palestinian institution. An example for such joint fellowships was
through the Newton Fund, which facilitated research partnerships between British
institutions and Global South Scholars. In the MENA region, the Newton-Khalidi
fund supported early career Jordanian data scientists, based at institutions in

Jordan, in partnership with University College London.

Building on this concept, virtual fellowships offer a practical pathway for UK
universities to engage directly with Palestine-based academics, enabling them to
remain at their home institutions while contributing to international research and
academic projects. By allowing lecturers, researchers, and academic staff in
Palestine to join UK research teams remotely, virtual fellowships provide these
scholars with access to global academic resources, mentorship, and collaborative
opportunities without requiring them to leave their local institutions.

This model not only maintains academic continuity within Palestinian, and
especially Gaza's universities, but also embeds local knowledge into UK-based
research projects, creating valuable, mutual exchanges. The perspectives
Palestinian scholars contribute, shaped by lived experience in Palestine, add
unique depth to UK-led research and enrich the academic community, in ways
hard to replicate otherwise.

Existing virtual fellowship programmes by UK institutions offer adaptable models
for engaging with Palestinion academia. Some dare targeted at postdoctoral
resedrchers and involve mentorship; others entail research collaboration between
a scholar at a UK institution and one at an overseas university leading to joint
publications. See Appendix | for existing virtual fellowship programmes at the
universities of Liverpool and Leeds, and SOAS.
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3.2. Research Partnerships with Palestinian
Universities

Over the past 30 years, many research partnerships have been established
between UK, European and international education institutions and Palestinian
universities, often playing an important role at critical moments in supporting the
capacity of Palestinian higher education institutions. For instance, international
academic institutions and scholars have supported the expansion of Birzeit
University through cooperation agreements. As illustrated by Barghouti and Murray

(20095), these collaborations have even contributed to the creation of BA and MA
programmes, such as the Mathematics Applied to Economics undergraduate
programme, developed with French universities in 1999, and the Water Studies
Institute, established in 2001 in collaboration with UNESCO-IHE.

Recent partnerships between UK and Palestinian universities represent diverse
models of collaboration. These include capacity-building projects like the
development of online Arabic education and solar energy infrastructure, and
equitable, postcolonial frameworks prioritising local needs and inclusion, such as
the "Culture for Sustainable and Inclusive Peace" and "Disability Under Siege"
networks. Participatory approaches, such as research on youth responses to house
demolitions, highlight grassroots engagement.

Cross-regional thematic networks, exemplified by LSE's Arab Universities
Programme, SEPAD and the partnership between the Institute of Law at Birzeit
University and the International State Crime Initiative and Centre for Law and
Society in a Global Context at Queen Mary University of London, address broader
socio-political questions, while scientific collaborations, including affordable
medical devices and sustainable energy solutions, contribute to technical
innovation and self-sufficiency. Together, these initiatives foster knowledge
exchange, local empowerment, and long-term sustainability in Palestinian higher
education and society. See Appendix Il for more examples of recent research
partnerships.
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3.3. Archival Preservation _>

Systematic archiving, undertaken in collaboration with community partners can be
a crucial way to document histories and contemporary lived experience, in the face
of an extensive discursive project of erasure. Given the extensive destruction of
libraries, historical architecture, this is of urgent significance in Gaza and Palestine.
Communities in crisis have historically archived their experience through forms of
collective remembering. A good example of this is the University Teachers for

Human Rights reports that emerged out of an effort by academics based in Jaffna

in the North of Sri Lanka to document widespread disappearances, killing, and
other human rights violations against Tamil people between 1983 and 1994.

A notable example of institutional collaboration in this field is The Palestinian

Revolution website, directed by Karma Nabulsi and Abdel Razzag Takriti. This
bilingual online teaching resource, which explores Palestinian political thought and
practice during the three decades following the 1948 Nakba, emerged from a British
Academy-funded project titled Teaching Contemporary Palestinian Political
History: Setting a Collaborative Research Agenda and Building Capacity. The
initiative was part of the British Academy’'s UK-Middle East Capacity Sharing
Partnership scheme and involved extensive partnerships between the University of
Oxford and universities in Palestine and Lebanon, including An-Najah University, Al-
Azhar University, Birzeit University, the Lebanese University, and other higher
education institutions in South Africa and Cuba.

The British Library's Endangered Archives Programme (EAP) collaborates with

institutions based in the Global South to facilitate the digitisation of materials that
are at risk of destruction. The project works across the world and has funded over
500 archival collections in a wide range of languages and scripts. The EAP works by
inviting applications for grants from UK based researchers in collaboration with
archivists and collections in need of digitisation. The UK-based scholar is typically
expected to have extensive experience of archival preservation, and affiliation with
an institution that can collaboratively host the digitised collection.

14
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3.3. Archival Preservation

Crucially, the EAP has previously worked with Palestinian collections, and funded
the creation of the Hebron Digital Archive with the Cultural Symposium Club, the
"Eyes on Heritage” collection of rare books and manuscripts from Gaza (hosted now
at the Hill Museum and Manuscript Library in St John's University, in collaboration
with the Gaza-based “Eyes on Heritage” team), the Manuscript collection of the
Great Omari Mosque Library (hosted now by the Hill Museum and Manuscript
Library in St John’s University, in collaboration with the Great Omari Mosque), and
the Tawfig Canaan Ethnographic Collections Digitisation Project (hosted by Birzeit
University).

The EAP’'s model of digitisation enables archival holdings to remain with their
communities and for the preservation project to be led by scholars from the Global
South, while utilising the technological capacities of Global North institutions.
Scholars of cultural and political life, as well as historions and sociologists might
use this model to collaborate with Palestinian historians affiliated to universities in
Gaza on the documentation of the effects of the ongoing war, as well as on the
region’s political, intellectual, and cultural history.

15



— 4.Scholarships

When some university administrations have considered how to respond to the crisis
facing higher education in Palestine, they have frequently turned to the provision of
scholarships for Palestinian students to study in the UK. Scholarships outside Gaza
for students in certain subject areas that cannot be taught online but require
specialised facilities that are now destroyed are urgently needed. These
scholarships can provide vital opportunities for individual students and at the same
time assist in supporting the wider sector in Gaza. The Emergency Committee of
Universities in Gaza has called for these programmes to be undertaken in
partnership with Gaza universities in order support their priority needs and avoid
taking measures that may contribute to their erasure. However, many existing
scholarship models or ones that are currently under consideration at UK universities
have so far failed to engage Gaza universities in consultation in programme design
or partnership in their delivery, thereby contributing to their marginalisation. The
over-emphasis on the provision of individual scholarships by the Global North for
students from the Global South has faced significant criticism from scholars of

international education. This approach is often seen as an expensive investment

that diverts crucial resources away from rebuilding and strengthening local higher
education institutions. A major concern is that a significant portion of the
scholarship funds serve the donor country's interests where 80% to 90% of the
money is spent on tuition and living expenses within the donor country, effectively
making these programmes a form of "tied aid".

16
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4. Scholarships

4.1. Scholarships for Exile Students

Alternative scholarship models exist that work in partnership with Palestinian
universities with the intention of strengthening them. The British Council’s long
standing HESPAL (Higher Education Scholarships for Palestinians) programme,

offers an institutional approach by focusing on capacity building and ensuring that
the scholarships directly support the development of Palestinian universities. This
model demonstrates how scholarships can be part of a broader strategy to
enhance the quality and sustainability of higher education in Gaza.

Developed in partnership with Palestinian universities, HESPAL aims to address the
specific needs and priorities of these institutions. The programme offers
scholarships for master's and PhD studies to academic staff from Palestinian
universities, with the expectation that upon their return, scholars will contribute to
raising international academic standards and fostering sustainable links between
Palestinian and UK universities. In response to the ongoing war, the British Council
has introduced an additional track within HESPAL, dedicated to Gazan university
academics, providing opportunities for further study in the UK starting in early 2025.
To be eligible to apply, candidates have to be a Palestinian from the Gaza Strip, an
employee or member of the academic staff of a Gaza university, nominated by
their university and committed to returning to work for the higher education sector
in Gaza after completion of their studies in the UK. This initiative focuses on
enhancing capacity-building in Gaza’s higher education sector and contributing to
the socio-economic reconstruction of the region. The HESPAL programme is
currently run in partnership with 19 Palestinian and 11 UK universities and supported
by a range of international and UK funders, including UK Higher Education
Institutes (UK HEIls), the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development, and the
UK Department of Education.
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https://www.britishcouncil.ps/en/study-uk/scholarships/hespal

4.2. Scholarships for Students at Home Institutions

As mentioned before, Al Agsa, Al Azhar and the Islamic University of Gaza — Gaza's
non-profit public universities have resumed online teaching, despite being unable
to pay salaries of faculty and staff. This prompted the launch of Isnad, a
partnership between the three member universities of the Emergency Committee,
the Palestinian charitable organisation Taawon with the support of the Palestinian
Authority Ministry of Higher Education. The Isnad programme aims to offer 30,000
scholarships to support 15,000 students and university staff in Gaza, helping them
resume their studies through distance learning. The initiative focuses on key
institutions like Al-Azhar University, the Islamic University, and Al-Agsa University,
which together educate 72% of Gaza’'s university students. With a fundraising goal
of $16 million, Isnad will cover tuition fees for two semesters, ensuring that higher
education can continue in Gaza for students and faculty who remain on their land.
Home scholarships offered by international partners and designed to strengthen
local institutions have a well-established history, particularly in the Global South,
where institutions from the Global North have supported both local educational
institutions and individual beneficiaries, usually through targeted programmes.
Examples of such initiatives, which may serve as relevant models, can be found in
Appendix .

Overall, home scholarships achieve complementarity and synergy between offering
individual and institutional support. A coherent policy could be developed with close
coordination with universities in Gaza to govern such scholarships. Also, the
suggested home scholarships could start on a humanitarian basis to assist current
university students in Gaza to complete their studies and graduate at their local
institutions, but could evolve to broader cooperation. They could provide
possibilities of joint online learning for funded students or setting up joint or double-
degree programmes. An example of this can be drawn from some Twinning
partnerships between UK and Ukrainian universities where partner universities
mutually recognised credits so that English-speaking Ukrainian students can take

online courses from UK universities that count towards their final degree.
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> 5. Teaching and
Resources

In the past, scholars and academic departments have successfully established
partnerships with Global South scholars through collaborative teaching initiatives.
These efforts, supported by UK-funded teaching development and skill-building
grants, have led to the creation of jointly taught programs in both British and
Global South institutions. Below are examples of projects recently funded by UK-
based grants to develop teaching collaborations, focused on developing essential
skills. Crucially, the programmes below are not structured as top-down transfers of
knowledge from the UK to the Global South but instead designed to serve
collaboration and support local capacity building. Such models below are good
starting points to support Palestinian scholars through their home universities.
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5. Teaching and Resources

5.1. Teaching Partnerships

Recent teaching partnerships between UK and Palestinian or Global South
universities fall into several distinct categories. Examples include blended learning
initiatives (e.g., PADILEIA), Collaborative online teaching (e.g. University of Oxford —

University of South Africa Decolonising_Research Methodologies), and writing

facilitation (e.g., British Academy Writing_Workshops). These partnerships address

key challenges such as access to education and inequities in knowledge
production, leveraging UK expertise and resources while fostering local knowledge
and skills. Together, they highlight the potential for innovative collaborations that
could support the Palestinion academic community. See Appendix IV for more
details on the mentioned examples.
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5.2. Access to Learning Resources —

In the broader context of the open access movement, which seeks to increase

access to published knowledge and address rising inequalities and disparities of
opportunity in science, technology and innovation, universities in emergency
settings like Gaza continue to find themselves cut off from digital resources
essential for teaching, learning and research. Palestinian scholars and students in
Gaza face restrictions in accessing scientific research, often maintained behind a
paywall, with only abstracts available to read. Purchasing individual articles or
affording journal subscriptions can be extremely challenging in the context of
ongoing siege, occupation and war resulting in major financial constraints.

UK universities, with their extensive digital libraries and academic resources, can
contribute to addressing this gap. Offering free access to their digital collections
can enable Gazan universities to not only sustain research and teaching but also
enhance local capacity.

As part of their partnerships with Ukrainian universities under the Twinning Ukraine
scheme, several UK universities made all academic journal content free to
Ukrainian institutions. One example is Cambridge University Press which, in

addition, has also provided an English learning_ platform for Ukraine. In their

statement on supporting_Ukrainian universities, SCONUL Access (a scheme which

provides access to study spaces, books and journals for users at member
institutions), elaborate on the ways in which UK universities are contributing to
assisting Ukrainian academics and students access research content. They
highlight two important initiatives:

1. Access via Inter-Library Loans: An agreement with inter-library-loans and
resource sharing service Rapid ILL that allows Ukrainian institutions to access
resources from around 500 research universities in the UK, US, Australia, and New
Zealand.

2. Access via Research4Life initiative: Publishers participating in the Research4Llife
initiative provide materials at no cost to Ukrainian universities and institutions.
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5.2. Access to Learning Resources

Building on the experience gained by UK universities to facilitate free access to
digital resources to Ukrainian universities, similar initiatives could be extended to
universities in Gaza. The established frameworks and the successful navigation of
logistical and technical challenges in the Ukrainian context make extending these
efforts to Gaza and other Palestinian higher education institutions not only feasible
but consistent with the UK higher education sector's commitment to global
academic solidarity and the principles of the open access movement.
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— 6. Conclusion: Principles
for Best Practice

This guide aims to assist in equipping UK academics and administrators with the
tools and knowledge necessary to respond meaningfully to the urgent needs of
Gaza's universities. At a time when higher education in Gaza faces a systematic
destruction of its academic institutions, the international academic community has
a unique opportunity and responsibility to act. As this guide has shown, UK
universities are particularly well-positioned to provide tangible support to their
Palestinian counterparts, fostering resilience and access to quality education.

Collaboration with Palestinian universities must be rooted in principles of equity,
respect, and non-extraction. Gaza's universities, despite severe destruction of their
infrastructure and the loss of students and educators, have demonstrated
remarkable resilience by continuing their teaching and research online.
Partnerships that strengthen these institutions within their own context, rather than
solely extracting talent to UK universities, offer the most sustainable path forward.
Such models of collaboration, as highlighted throughout this guide, have been
successfully employed in other challenging contexts. They serve as evidence that
robust, reciprocal partnerships can foster impactful, contextually grounded
research and capacity building.

UK academics have an opportunity to fulfil the stated mission of their institutions:
to contribute to global higher education development. By engaging in meaningful
partnerships with Gaza’s universities, UK institutions can not only help rebuild
critical academic infrastructure but also support Palestinian scholars and students
in their mission to continue teaching and learning amidst extraordinary adversity.
Such collaborations not only affirm the existence and importance of Gaza's
universities but also enrich the UK academic community, creating opportunities for
shared research, cross-cultural understanding, and a reaffirmation of the global
academic community’'s commitment to justice and solidarity. This moment calls for
action, and the models outlined in this guide provide a practical framework for
realizing these essential goals.
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Appendix | - Virtual Fellowship Models

1. University of Liverpool's Virtual Fellowships: This fellowship supports postdoctoral

researchers in heritage studies, allowing them to collaborate with Liverpool’s
research community remotely. Candidates submit a project proposal and identify a
Liverpool mentor. Weekly one-on-one mentoring sessions cover advanced
analytical techniques like GIS, 3D modelling, and digital heritoge documentation,
with access to Liverpool’'s specialised research resources and software. Fellows
receive up to £1,000 for project expenses, including data collection and technology
costs, and work toward a co-authored publication or project presentation.

2. Leeds Arts and Humanities Research Institute (LAHRI) Virtual Visiting_Fellowships:

This fellowship focuses on ecological and epistemic justice, with short-term
positions for scholars to collaborate with Leeds faculty on defined research
projects. Applicants submit proposals addressing ecological or justice issues, such
as a planned co-authored publication or grant application, and are matched with
Leeds faculty. Fellows participate in virtual meetings with structured guidance,
project feedback, and integration into Leeds research groups. They receive £1,000
for research expenses and access to Leeds’ digital resources. Outputs include
jointly authored articles or grant proposals, which fellows present in online
seminars.

3. SOAS Centre for Pan-African Studies Virtual Fellowships: Designed for

researchers focused on pan-African studies, this fellowship promotes projects
emphasising African agency and collaborative pathways for shared challenges.
Scholars apply with research proposals aligned with SOAS’s pan-African themes,
identifying potential publications or policy contributions. Fellows receive
mentorship, access to SOAS's resources, and up to £1,000 for fieldwork or writing
support. Expected outputs include jointly authored articles and policy briefs that
may contribute to SOAS's Policy Brief series or blog. This model is well-suited for
Gaza scholars studying Palestinian resilience, cultural identity, and resistance
allowing them to co-publish and participate in policy discussions that amplify local
perspectives.
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1. Coping_with Food Insecurity in Gaza: The Role of Community-based Initiatives in

collaboration with Al Azhar University — Gaza: Funded by the LSE Urgency Grant

Scheme which ‘aims to fund world-class research related to unpredictable, discrete
and abrupt events’, this research project that began in September 2024 is studying
the role of informal social support networks developed to cope with the current
acute food insecurity facing Palestinians in Gaza.

2. Partnership between the Institute of Law at Birzeit University, the International

State Crime Initiative (ISCI), the Centre for Law and Society in a Global Context

(GLSGC) committing to collaboration in research and teaching, and future
exchange of staff and faculty. The partnership emerged out of Fobzu's UK-
Palestine Academic Links (PALS) Fellowship in 2023 and was launched in June 2024.

3. The Impact of lLanguage: A cross-border collaboration for the design,

development and promotion of an online Palestinian Arabic course. This project
was a collaboration between the Islamic University of Gaza (lUG) and Glasgow
University, part of the UNESCO Chair for Refugee Integration through Languages
and the Arts. Led by Professor Alison Phipps (Glasgow) and Dr Nazmi Al-Masri (IUG),
this project involved an international team based in both Scotland and Palestine,
working in collaboration on an online Arabic course for beginners. Funded by a
UKRI Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) grant, the project focused on
developing the Arabic Centre at IUG as a leader in the provision of online language
education. This collaboration provided essential technologies and infrastructures
for teaching and learning online to IUG in response to the institution’s needs. The
project also provided a clear route to employment for Arabic teachers in Gaza,
directly redressing the high unemployment rate in Gaza, and developed a
successful model rooted in both equitable partnership, and a postcolonial
framework in the capabilities approach on language learning that can be
replicated.

4. LSE Arab Universities Programme: The Emirates Foundation, the Middle East

Centre at the LSE established this programme in 2010 to facilitate research
collaborations between Arab Universities and LSE scholars.
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Appendix Il - UK-Palestinian Research Partnerships —

Successful examples of this collaboration have included a collaboration between
the LSE and Birzeit University on infrastructures of care in the time of COVID-19; a

project on gendered identities and advertisement cultures also in collaboration

between LSE and Birzeit University; and a project on Palestinian attitudes to conflict
in a collaboration between the LSE, Mohammed Bin Rashid School of Government
(UAE), and the Palestinian Centre for Policy and Survey Research (West Bank,
Palestine).

5. Young_ Palestinians’ Responses to House Demolitions: Funded by a British

Academy Global Challenges Research Grant award, this project develops a
participatory research methodology to understanding how young people in
Palestine experience and respond to systemic house demolitions. The project
represents a collaboration among Northumbria University and Newcastle University
in the UK, with An Najah University in Palestine. Through its partnership, the project
has crucially developed a kit that offers visual, play-based, and multi-modal

methods to working with young people living through a conflict where the
systematic destruction of their homes is a widely used method of attack. Its outputs
have included not only reports and publications on young people’s gendered
experiences of home demolition, and on legal challenges to home demolition, but
an exhibit of visual materials including works by Palestinian youth.

6. Sectarianism, Proxies, and Desectarianisation: This project, currently funded by

the Carnegie Corporation, represents a collaboration among over sixty scholars,
based in the UK and the Middle East. This includes a partner at An-Najah University
in the West Bank, who works on Palestinian Constitutional Law. SEPAD’s goal is to
produce knowledge on questions of sectarianism across the Middle-East through
close partnerships between universities in the region and Lancaster University's
Richardson Institute for the study of Peace and Conflict. The project has produced
a substantial body of political commentary on the ongoing conflicts in Palestine,
Syria, and North Africa. It has also supported publications in both English and
Arabic on democratic politics, gender, securitisation, urbanisation, and other social
questions in the Middle-East.

7. Impacts of Gaza's Energy Crisis Through Sustainable Energy Generating

Technology: Funded by a British Academy Urban Infrastructures of Well-Being
Award, this project is a collaboration among scholars at the University of
Birmingham, the Islamic University of Gaza, and Al Azhar University.
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The project seeks to assess the impacts of sparse electrification in Gaza on the
region’s infrastructures and services, and to develop a sustainable pilot plant to
provide affordable solar energy to meet the need for electricity. This project both
draws on Palestinian scholars’ expertise and directly invests resources and
innovation in Gaza through its focus on building a solar power plant.

8. Culture for Sustainable and Inclusive Peace Network Plus (CUSP): Led by the

University of Glasgow in partnership with IUG, CUSP aims to strengthen arts and
cultural institutions in low- and middle-income countries, focusing on conflict
transformation. The project prioritises the full participation of women and girls and
integrates environmental justice principles and respect for indigenous knowledge.

CUSP's activities included collaborative projects with young people, artistic
interventions, and research on the contributions of arts to societal healing.

9. Durham-lUG Fellowship: Dr Nazmi Al-Masri of IUG was awarded a research

fellowship at Durham University, focusing on “Innovating a Pedagogy of Plenty in
Intercultural Education.” This fellowship involved a three-month residency at
Durham, during which Dr Al-Masri conducted qualitative research on developing
educational methodologies that foster intercultural understanding. His work
emphasises the impact of environmental and cultural factors on education and
seeks to create pedagogies that promote mutual cultural awareness and
collaboration between Palestinian and international students. The fellowship
fosters networking opportunities and cultural exchange between Gaza and global
academic communities, contributing to a more connected and understanding
educational environment.

10. Affordable Medical Devices: A collaboration between Imperial College London

and the Islamic University of Gaza (IUG) focuses on developing a cost-effective
external fixator for stabilising fractures in areas with limited medical resources. The
device, created at Imperial, is designed to be one-tenth the cost of commercial
fixators yet maintain similar performance. The fixator is lightweight and can be
produced using readily available materials like stainless steel and aluminium
through standard manufacturing methods. This collaboration included training
IUG Medical School faculty members, such as Dr Sadig Abdelall, on the
manufacturing process, empowering Gaza’'s medical community to produce these
devices independently and ensuring future self-sufficiency.
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11. Disability_Under Siege Network Plus: A comprehensive initiative involving the

University of Birmingham, Birzeit University, and UG, this project addresses the
challenges of educating children with disabilities in conflict-affected areas such as
Palestine and Lebanon. Running from 2020 to 2025, the project is funded by the
Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) and focuses on transforming educational
provision for children with disabilities. It fosters equitable partnerships among
universities, NGOs, educators, artists, and activists, emphasising collaboration with
people with disabilities. The project also integrates arts and culture to shift societal
perceptions of disability and promote inclusion. Innovation projects funded through
this network aim to dismantle barriers to education and develop accessible,
inclusive educational practices. Researchers like Professor Rita Giacaman (Birzeit)
and Dr Nazmi Al-Masri (IUG) contribute expertise on psycho-social resilience and
inclusive education, ensuring that the project's impact is rooted in the lived
experiences and needs of the communities it serves.

12. LINKS Early Childhood Development: In 2019, the LINKS research network at
Queen’s University Belfast and the Palestinian Child Institute at An-Najah National

University in Palestine formalised a partnership to advance early childhood
development (ECD) in conflict-affected societies. This collaboration aims to
address critical challenges faced by Palestinian children, including high rates of
developmental delays and special needs caused by ongoing conflict. The
partnership, led by Professor Paul Connolly of Queen’s, integrates the Palestinian
Child Institute into a global network of ECD and peacebuilding expertise, which
includes UNICEF, Yale, and Harvard. The MOU underscores a shared commitment
to sustainable development, social cohesion, and peacebuilding through innovative
research and actionable solutions.

13. University of Glasgow and the Arab American University Palestine Medical

Collaboration: The University of Glasgow has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the Arab American University Palestine (AAUP) to
enhance medical education and research. The partnership will enable AAUP

students to attend a medical summer school in Glasgow, gaining valuable
experience in UK clinical practices. Representatives from both institutions
emphasised the collaboration’s potential to foster student exchange, research
opportunities, and academic growth.
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Appendix lll - Examples of Home Scholarships

1. Isnad Program:

The Isnad Program is the most comprehensive initiative providing scholarships to
students studying at universities in Gaza. The partnership between Taawon
(Welfare Association) and the three major public universities in Gaza: Al Agsa, Al
Azhar and the Islamic University of Gaza aims to raise $16 million in order to deliver
30,000 scholarships for students over two semesters. By channelling the support
directly to universities in Gaza, the program is designed to sustain the resilience of
the higher education sector.

2. Civil Society Scholar Awards by The Open Society Foundations

The majority of Open Society's grants are directed to home institutions. Open
Society provides annual grants for diverse activities, including project-specific and
operational support. They occasionally allow flexibility in funding usage, while at
other times, grants are designated for specific projects.

The Civil Society Scholar Awards (CSSA), discontinued in 2021, were available to PhD
students and full-time faculty in social sciences and humanities studying and
working in their home countries. Selection criteria included exemplary academic
performance, community engagement, advocacy for open society values, and
enhancement of critical scholarship networks. The program aimed to support
research conducted in home institutions while focusing on thematic areas
addressing urgent societal challenges in social sciences and humanities.

3. Al-Quds Bard College - Education Above All-Qatar Scholarship Program
(alguds.edu)

The Qatar Scholarship program at Al Quds Bard College (AQB) is the outcome of a
partnership between the Education Above All Foundation (Doha, Qatar) and Bard
College (New York, USA). Launched in 2021, the program provided 339 scholarships
for underprivileged Palestiniaons to pursue degrees at AQB, part of Al Quds
University in Palestine.

As expressed on their official website, the program awards scholarships at both the
Bachelor's and Master's degree levels. For BA students, a scholarship with a
minimum of 85% is available to cover four full years of studies, while for master’'s
students, scholarships of up to 90% are available for two full years of MAT study at
AQB. While selected Palestinian students study at Al-Quds University in Palestine

they also benefit from attending Qatar Connection Webinars for unique global
experiences with renowned institutions.
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4. UK charities supporting scholarships at Palestinian universities

There are a number of well-established scholarships programmes and grants
provided by UK charities supporting students in Palestine. Fobzu's scholarship
programme supports students at Birzeit University and has worked in partnership
with UNRWA to provide scholarships to Palestinian refugee students in Gaza.
Others, such as the Hoping_ Foundation, have provided grants to students

completing academic courses at Palestinian universities. The Hanoon
Foundation/Al Quds Foundation for Medical Schools in Palestine (FQMS), provides
undergraduate scholarships and bursaries for medical students in Palestine facing

financial need.

5. EDU-SYRIA/EDU-JORDAN Scholarship Programme
The EDU-SYRIA/EDU-JORDAN programme, funded by the EU, aims to enhance
higher education access for Syrian refugees and disadvantaged Jordanian youth

through various educational opportunities. The initiative targeted the provision of
3,000 scholarships by the conclusion of the programme. The majority of these
scholarships were allocated within Jordanian institutions. For instance, by 2020, the
programme facilitated 300 Bachelor's Degree scholarships at Zarga University for
Syrian refugees, along with 100 scholarships for the Queen Rania Teacher
Academy’s Teacher Education Professional Diploma for Jordanian educators. These
scholarships encompassed a diverse range of disciplines at partnering educational
establishments.
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1. The Partnership for Digital Learning_.and Increased Access (PADILEIA)

PADILEIA was funded by the Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office
(FCDQO)'s Strategic Partnerships for Higher Education Innovation and Reform
between 2017 and 2021. Although this programme has now ceased, it offers a useful
example of an FCDO intervention that could inform responses that support the
access needs of Gaza students in collaboration with their local universities.
PADILIEA involved partnership between King's College London, Al Al Bayt University
(AABU) in Jordan, the American University of Beirut (AUB) in Lebanon, Kiron Open
Higher Education (a free learning platform for refugees), and FuturelLearn, a British
digital education platform. It provided bespoke short programmes that offered
university credit, or foundational training for higher education. The objective of the
programme was to use teaching resources from the UK to create a supportive
blended learning environment for learners in Lebanon and Jordan affected by the
Syrian conflict. At its close in 2021, PADILEIA had enrolled over 1 million students, 25%
of whom had gone on to higher education institutions, and 38% of whom had found
employment.

2. University of Oxford — University of South Africa Decolonising_ Research

Methodologies

Dr Amber Murrey, based in the School of Geography and the Environment at the
University of Oxford, led a seven-week online postgraduate course, funded by a
Teaching Development and Enhancement Project grant from the University of
Oxford. The conveners also offered a grant of £265 to 10 South Africa based
students to cover costs of internet dota and other needs to access the course.
Facilitators for the course included faculty from both UNISA and Oxford, all of
whom were compensated for their work on the course. The objective of the
programme was to offer methodological training that is typically unavailable to
students in South Africa, and not offered along decolonial lines to students in the
UK whilst building a partnership between the two universities, and enabling
students to establish important academic networks.
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Appendix IV — Examples of Teaching Partnerships

3. British Academy Writing_ Workshops Grant
The British Academy’'s Writing Workshops grant has facilitaoted a number of

collaborative projects focused on the teaching of writing, and facilitation for
publication in globally read outlets. Most of these grants are for projects based in
the Global South and are focused on enabling scholars to write for publication, or
to apply successfully for grants. They are conducted in partnership with institutions
based in the Global South and provide the infrastructure and funding to provide
thorough training in writing skills, as well as networking opportunities such as
meetings with editors of UK — based journals and reviewers of European and British
grant bodies. Given the overwhelming disparity in English-language publication on
the Global South being written by scholars in the Global North, this is a crucial tool
to address a significant epistemic problem. Successful projects include The

Pakistan Publishing__and Mentoring_Workshop: Tackling_ Climate Change
Challenges. Led by an Oxford-based scholar, with a scholar at the National
University of Sciences and Technology (NUST) in Pakistan, the project worked with
Pakistani academics to develop their applications for grants to study climate
change in Pakistan, as well as to publish in globally read outlets on the issue.
Collaboration with scholars in Gaza, through this grant might be used to facilitate
the publication of their work in an academic journal or to enable them to apply
successfully for research or teaching grants.
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