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Introduction

This handbook is intended for university leaders, international office staff, academics,
professional associations, and others seeking to build meaningful cooperation with Palestinian
universities. It is written at a critical moment for higher education in Palestine, and especially in
Gaza, where universities have continued to teach, organise and defend their institutional
existence under conditions of scholasticide.

The handbook focuses on Palestinian higher education as a whole, while giving particular
attention to partnership with universities in Gaza in light of the existential nature of their
immediate emergency. Gaza's universities have been systematically attacked and physically
destroyed in one of the most severe assaults on a higher education sector in living memory. In
the West Bank Palestinian universities also face major and escalating needs, including
movement restrictions, military violence, arrests, financial pressure, disruption to teaching,
restrictions on international staff and students, and deepening fragmentation.

The current reality

This handbook is written amid ongoing Israeli military attacks in Gaza despite the signing of a
ceasefire agreement in October 2025. In September 2025, the UN Independent International
Commission of Inquiry concluded that Israeli authorities and security forces had committed
genocide against Palestinians in Gaza, including acts of killing, causing serious bodily or mental
harm, deliberately inflicting conditions of life calculated to bring about physical destruction,
and imposing measures intended to prevent births. The continued military violence,
displacement and land seizure indicate this campaign has not halted.

The destruction of Palestinian education is a central part of this reality. The international
report published by Friends of Palestinian Universities, Scholasticide in Gaza: The Systematic
Destruction of Palestinian Higher Education and the Continuation of Collective Resilience
documents the damage and destruction of all university campuses in Gaza, the killing of
students and academics, the razing of libraries, laboratories, archives and research centres,
and the wider assault on the intellectual and institutional foundations of Palestinian society.

Yet Gaza's universities have not ceased to exist. They continue through their students, staff,
faculties, records, committees, online teaching, examinations, graduations, admissions and
institutional coordination. They remain living academic communities.

This was the message sent by Gaza academics and administrators in their May 2024 unified
open call to the international academic community. They wrote: “The Israeli occupation forces
have demolished our buildings but our universities live on.” They also emphasised that
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reopening Gaza's education institutions was not only about current students, but about the
long-term survival of the sector: “Education is not just a means of imparting knowledge; itisa
vital pillar of our existence and a beacon of hope for the Palestinian people.”

International support should respond to the priorities Palestinian universities have articulated
themselves: institutional survival, continuation of teaching, student support, academic
partnerships, research collaboration and eventual rebuilding through existing Palestinian
institutions. The Emergency Committee of Universities in Gaza serves as the primary
coordination mechanism for these efforts.

Formed by formal mandates from the leading public non-profit universities in Gaza, Al-Aqsa
University, Al-Azhar University-Gaza, and the Islamic University of Gaza, and their affiliated
colleges: the University College of Applied Sciences (UCAS), Al-Azhar College of Intermediate
Studies, and Al-Agsa Community College for Intermediate Studies, the Committee provides a
unified framework for mobilising international cooperation with the higher education sector in
the Gaza Strip.

Since our annual conference 2024

This innovative handbook contributes to an already growing conversation about practical and
principled academic cooperation with Palestinian universities, much of it stimulated by the
Fobzu annual conference held in London in 2024, Overcoming Barriers, Building Links
Conference 2024: Emergency Support for Palestinian Higher Education. At this first public
event to be addressed by members of the Emergency Committee of Universities in Gaza, the
collective priorities for higher education support were launched. Fobzu’s Partnerships with
Palestine guide subsequently echoed the core message representatives of higher education
institutions in Palestine were collectively sending: international support must be developed
with Palestinian universities, not around them.

Since then, there has been a visible shift towards institutional partnership and support for the
continuation of higher education in Gaza and across Palestine. National coordination
mechanisms such as NorPal, the Norwegian Consortium for Higher Education in Palestine, and
UK-Pal, the UK Consortium for Palestinian Higher Education, have begun to organise sector-
level support. New institutional partnership agreements have been signed between
universities in the Global North and universities in Gaza. Research collaborations, multi-
institutional projects, disciplinary partnerships, scholarship pathways and virtual fellowship
schemes have been launched and new projects reoriented towards supporting institutional
resilience of universities in Gaza have begun to take shape.
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Isnad, the emergency scholarship programme established by Taawon in partnership with the
Emergency Committee’'s member universities and affiliated colleges, and the Palestinian
Ministry of Higher Education, has stood out as one of the most significant support programmes
for the sector in Gaza. Since 2024, Isnad has supported 6,274 students, with 2,261 students
graduating and joining the job market. By supporting students enrolled in Gaza universities, it
also helps sustain the universities’ ability to teach, pay staff and remain operational. The
programme’s sighificance has also been recognised internationally, including through the 2025
Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Academic Freedom Award, which was awarded to the
Emergency Committee of Universities in Gaza and the Isnad programme for their role in
defending the right to education amid scholasticide.

Another important development has been the emergence and growing uptake of virtual
fellowship pilots. First highlighted in the Partnerships with Palestine guide, this has been
promoted as a practical vehicle for supporting academics in Gaza without severing their
relationship to their home universities. Since then, with the leadership of the Emergency
Committee of Universities in Gaza, and support of Friends of Palestinian Universities, several
institutions have begun testing the model. These pilots offer a concrete route for income,
affiliation, research time, library access and academic exchange, while enabling Palestinian
academics to remain connected to their universities and contribute to the continuity of
academic life in Gaza.

This positive development reflects an important shift away from the dominant orientation of
Global North higher education towards the academic community in Palestine and has begun to
have some material impact. It has been driven by Palestinian universities themselves, which
have continued to teach, coordinate and articulate their priorities under extreme conditions.
Nevertheless, international support remains far below the scale of need and the level of
potential assistance. It is uneven across geography, institutions and disciplines, and much of it
is still small, underfunded or dependent on individual initiative, with limited institutional
support.

This handbook responds to that changed landscape. Many models that were previously
discussed as possibilities are now being tested through real partnerships. The task now is to
expand, coordinate and resource this work, while keeping it grounded in the priorities and
leadership of Palestinian universities themselves.

The role of global academia

Universities around the world have a responsibility to respond to the calls issued by Palestinian
academic institutions and communities. This is especially relevant for universities in the Global
North, which hold significant power in global higher education and have access to resources,
networks and funding frameworks that can support Palestinian academic continuity.
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This work also advances the core aims of universities’ internationalisation and global
engagement strategies. Partnerships with Palestinian universities create opportunities for
meaningful and innovative research collaboration, ethical global learning, curriculum
development, staff and student engagement, and work on urgent global challenges. The tools
are already familiar: institutional partnerships, memoranda of understanding, research
collaboration, student mobility, virtual fellowships, library access, digital learning, curriculum
support, co-supervision, global challenge funding and sectoral consortia. The task is to use
these tools in ways that respond to Palestinian priorities, strengthen institutional resilience,
and build reciprocal academic relationships under conditions of extreme disruption.

International academic partnerships have been mobilised in other contexts of war,
displacement and institutional attack. This includes the UK-Ukraine Twinning Initiative, scholar
protection and fellowship programmes such as the Council for at-Risk Academics (Cara),
Scholars at Risk (SAR) and the Institute of International Education Scholar Rescue Fund, and
European mobility and research cooperation frameworks.

The principles required for supporting higher education in Palestine are not unfamiliar to
academic institutions. At the same time, the wider question of institutional consistency cannot
be ignored. Universities cannot credibly defend academic freedom while remaining indifferent
to the destruction of Palestinian academic life. Nor can global cooperation continue as normal
while Palestinian universities face scholasticide. This handbook does not attempt to resolve
every political or legal question this raises, but it does insist that partnership with Palestinian
universities is part of the academic responsibility of the global higher education sector, not a
charitable add-on.

How to use this handbook

This handbook is organised around the main forms of partnership and support currently
available to universities, academics and sector bodies. Chapter 2 provides the political and
institutional context for Palestinian higher education in the current moment, with particular
attention to scholasticide in Gaza, the continuing work of Gaza's universities, the Emergency
Committee of Universities in Gaza and the principles of equitable partnership.

Chapter 3 examines sectoral partnerships, including national consortia, academic unions,
professional associations and coordinated digital infrastructure initiatives. Chapter 4 focuses
on institutional partnerships, including memoranda of understanding, twinning models and
multi-institutional collaboration. Chapter 5 considers departmental, disciplinary and research
partnerships, including teaching support, co-supervision, research clusters, technical
partnerships and virtual fellowships. Chapter 6 examines student support and scholarship
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pathways, including overseas scholarships, institution-anchored scholarships, Isnad, home-
based support, certificate release funds and learning infrastructure. Chapter 7 outlines
European cooperation frameworks, especially Erasmus+ and related research routes. These
models are shown across the handbook not as a technical funding manual, but as a guide to
how existing mechanisms can be used more responsibly.

The examples are included in this handbook because they show that action is possible, and
because they help illustrate different routes through which institutions can move from concern
to structured support. The range of support needed is wider than this handbook can cover. The
situation, especially in Gaza, is also changing rapidly. For that reason, this handbook is intended
as a helpful starting point and cannot replace direct coordination with Palestinian universities,
representative structures and relevant institutional partners.
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Context: Palestinian higher education landscape

The Palestinian higher education sector has been built over six decades under conditions of
dispossession, occupation, fragmentation and repeated attack. Palestinian universities are
relatively young, with fully fledged institutions of higher learning emerging from the 1970s
onwards, many built from earlier teacher-training colleges, community institutions and further
education colleges. Since the establishment of the Palestinian National Authority in 1994,
higher education in the occupied Palestinian territory has operated within a national
regulatory framework that combines institutional autonomy with public oversight.

Palestinian universities have played an integral role in the building and sustaining of
Palestinian society. They have trained generations of teachers, doctors, engineers, lawyers,
researchers, public administrators and cultural workers, while also serving as civic institutions
that preserve cultural memory, sustain intellectual life and provide access to higher education
under occupation.

Palestinian higher education institutions are classified into four main categories:
governmental, public non-profit, private for-profit and UNRWA-administered. Most
universities are public non-profit institutions, sustained through limited public funding,
charitable contributions and, most significantly, tuition fees. Academic oversight is provided
through national structures including the Ministry of Education and Higher Education, the
Higher Education Council and the Accreditation and Quality Assurance Commission, which
regulates accreditation through self-assessment, peer review and external examination.

The Palestinian higher education landscape is shaped by political and territorial fragmentation.
Universities and colleges operate across the West Bank, Gaza and the wider Palestinian
condition of displacement and exile. Their development has been constrained by occupation,
closure, movement restrictions, military orders, underfunding, student arrests, restrictions on
international faculty and students, and repeated attacks on educational infrastructure. While
Gaza faces a struggle for sectoral survival, universities in the West Bank also face major needs
linked to mobility restrictions, military violence, financial pressure, disruption to teaching and
barriers to international engagement.

There are 52 accredited higher education institutions across Gaza and the West Bank, serving
more than 221,000 enrolled students, with female students comprising approximately 62% of
the student population. The sector includes universities, university colleges, community
colleges and polytechnic institutes. Gaza's higher education sector forms a vital part of this
wider landscape, serving tens of thousands of students across medicine, engineering,
education, science, information technology, agriculture, humanities, social sciences and
professional fields.
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Scholasticide in Gaza

Since October 2023, Gaza's higher education sector has faced systematic destruction. A
growing body of international legal, academic and UN expert analysis has recognised the
destruction of education in Gaza as scholasticide. In April 2024, UN experts warned of the
“systematic obliteration” of education in Gaza and expressed grave concern over scholasticide.
The international report, Scholasticide in Gaza, finds that the destruction of Gaza's
universities and higher education infrastructure constitutes scholasticide: the deliberate and
systematic destruction of educational institutions and the intellectual life they sustain.

All university campuses in Gaza have been damaged or destroyed, severely undermining the
Palestinian higher education system and devastating the educational trajectories of tens of
thousands of students. Campuses have been bombed or rendered inoperable. Laboratories,
libraries, research centres, lecture halls, computer labs and administrative offices have been
destroyed. Archives, cultural institutions and repositories of historical memory have also been
attacked.

More than 246 academics, researchers and university staff have been killed, among them
senior university leaders, including the sitting President of the Islamic University of Gaza,
Professor Sufyan Tayeh. Thousands of students have been killed, injured or displaced, and
many academics have lost homes, research materials, income and institutional support. The
consequences will extend far beyond the immediate destruction. Universities train the
professionals required for social functioning and reconstruction. The destruction of higher
education, therefore, threatens a generational rupture in educational attainment, professional
development and institutional capacity.

Scholasticide is therefore not incidental damage to education. It is the destruction of the
institutions through which a society teaches, researches, remembers, trains and renews itself.

Gaza's universities live on

Gaza's academic community has repeatedly insisted that the destruction of campuses does
not mean the disappearance of universities. In their May 2024 open call to the world, Gaza
academics and administrators wrote: “The Israeli occupation forces have demolished our
buildings but our universities live on.” They continued: “We reaffirm our collective
determination to remain on our land and to resume teaching, study, and research in Gaza, at
our own Palestinian universities, at the earliest opportunity.”

In spring 2024, Gaza’s universities began the difficult process of returning to online teaching,
This was not a return to normal distance education, but an emergency effort to prevent the
13
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collapse of an entire higher education system. Academic staff worked with limited or no
salaries, unreliable internet access, damaged communications, displacement, loss of homes
and the killing of colleagues, students and family members. Students attempted to rejoin
classes while living in tents, shelters, crowded homes or areas far from their original campuses.
Despite this, universities rebuilt teaching schedules, restored or adapted digital platforms,
organised online assessment where possible, and sustained communication with students
through improvised and uneven channels.

Since then, Gaza's universities have conducted six academic terms. Across this period, many
students have been able to complete courses, sit examinations and graduate. More recently,
after the delayed holding of Tawijihi, the Palestinian general high school examination, new
students have also been able to join Gaza's universities, allowing the sector not only to
graduate students but to admit another cohort into higher education. This continuity is
evidence of extraordinary institutional labour under impossible conditions.

The current situation remains an emergency. The “ceasefire agreement” has created limited
space for some universities to move beyond fully online emergency teaching, but it has not
produced the conditions of normal academic life. Israeli attacks and killings have continued,
while blockade, insecurity, displacement, destroyed infrastructure and the collapse of ordinary
living conditions continue to shape the sector. Some universities have been able to introduce
voluntary hybrid teaching formats by renting spaces outside destroyed campuses or
refurbishing classrooms and venues that were not completely destroyed.

Many standing buildings remain unsafe, inaccessible or occupied by displaced families. Many
students and staff cannot afford transport to physical teaching locations. Others remain
displaced far from the areas where classes are held. Electricity, internet access and devices
remain unreliable. Academic staff continue to work under extreme financial and personal
pressure. Physical attendance is therefore voluntary because compulsory attendance would
exclude many students and impose burdens they cannot meet.

This continuity matters as Gaza's universities have not waited to be erased. They have
continued to operate, sustaining teaching, assessment, graduation and admission under such
extreme conditions.

The Emergency Committee of Universities in Gaza

The Emergency Committee of Universities in Gaza was established after the May 2024 open call
issued by Gaza academics and university administrators. It was created by formal mandate
from the presidents of Gaza's non-profit public universities: Al-Agsa University, Al-Azhar
University-Gaza and the Islamic University of Gaza. Together with their affiliated colleges,
these universities represent more than 83% of Gaza's university students and constitute the
sector’s largest research hubs and academic employers. 14
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The Emergency Committee provides a collective framework for mobilising international
support, coordinating academic partnerships and aligning external responses with the
priorities of Gaza's higher education system. It does not replace the work of its member
universities. Rather, it provides a unified route for coordination at a time when fragmentation
and externally imposed projects could further weaken the sector. Through its collective
leadership Isnad was created, the emergency scholarship programme launched by Taawon in
partnership with the Committee’'s member universities, which supports students while also
helping universities continue to function.

In their open letter, published in July 2025, the presidents of Gaza universities stated,

“we formally established the Emergency Committee of Universities in Gaza,
representing our three institutions and affiliated colleges. The Emergency
Committee exists to resist the erasure of our universities and offer a unified voice
for Gaza's academic community. It has since established subject-focused
subcommittees to serve as trusted and coordinated channels for support. We call
upon academic communities around the world to coordinate themselves in
response to this call. The time for symbolic solidarity has passed. We now ask for
practical, structured, and enduring partnership.”
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Sectoral partnerships

Sectoral partnerships operate above the level of a single university. They bring together
universities, national higher education bodies, academic associations, trade unions,
professional societies, funders and international organisations around a shared framework of
engagement.

This model is especially important because the attack on Gaza's universities has been sector-
wide. Gaza's universities have responded at sector level through establishing the Emergency
Committee of Universities in Gaza, creating a collective structure for defining priorities,
coordinating support and engaging international partners. Their call to the international
academic community is therefore not only a call for individual solidarity, but for academic
sectors elsewhere to coordinate themselves in response.

Sectoral partnerships can map activity, align priorities, reduce duplication, mobilise multiple
institutions and create routes through which universities can move from individual
expressions of concern to sustained support. They are also familiar to universities. National
consortia, professional associations, digital access schemes and coordinated sector initiatives
already exist across global higher education. The task is to use these mechanisms in ways that
strengthen Palestinian universities and respond to priorities identified by Palestinian
institutions themselves.

National academic consortia

National academic consortia have been established in response to Gaza university coordination
through the Emergency Committee of Universities in Gaza and the need for greater
coordination within international higher education sectors. By leveraging the collective
commitment of multiple institutions, a consortium can mobilise resources and support that
individual universities cannot achieve alone. It can also provide a framework through which
member universities share learning, map existing initiatives, connect academic interests,
promote institutional twinning and build sector-wide thematic collaborations.

Established in 2025, NorPal, the Norwegian Consortium for Higher Education in Palestine,
brings together Norwegian universities and student actors in a coordinated commitment to
Palestinian higher education. The consortium represented a pioneering sectoral commitment
within Norway's academic landscape to support Palestinian higher learning, initially uniting 14
higher education institutions and subsequently expanding its membership to 19.

NorPal is structured with governance and thematic working groups, and its work is grounded
in needs defined by Palestinian institutions. A key example is its engagement with the

Emergency Committee’s medical and health sciences subcommittee. Following its inaugural
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conference, the consortium funded nine joint Palestinian-Norwegian networking projects,
showing how a national consortium can connect sector-level coordination with specific
academic and disciplinary collaboration.

The UK Consortium for Palestinian Higher Education, UK-Pal, provides another example of this
model. Launched in 2026, UK-Pal is a three-year commitment with a focus on Gaza and in
partnership with the Emergency Committee of Universities in Gaza in its first two years. In its
third year, the scope of its work will extend to the wider Palestinian higher education sector.
Its thematic areas are aligned with the priorities and subcommittees of the Emergency
Committee, creating a direct link between Gaza university coordination and UK sector-level
support.

UK-Pal is formed by eleven inaugural member universities, with expectations of further
expansion. Its member universities commit to senior-level participation, sustained multi-year
contribution and active engagement in at least one area of collaboration identified by the list
of priority needs identified by the Emergency Committee. The consortium is supported by
observer members with relevant sectoral expertise, including Friends of Palestinian
Universities, Universities UK International, the Council for At-Risk Academics, and the British
Council.

Taken together, UK-Pal and NorPal show that national consortia can provide a practical
architecture for long-term support. They help universities move from isolated activity to
coordinated engagement, while retaining the central principle of equitable partnership
between higher education sectors and that the universities in Gaza should determine the
priority areas of support.

Unions, learned societies and academic associations

Academic unions, learned societies and professional associations play a different role from
university administrations. They do not usually sign institutional partnership agreements or
deliver academic programmes. Their role is to mobilise members, defend academic freedom,
raise funds, support Palestinian-led priorities and press universities to make commitments to
Palestinian higher education.

Staff networks, unions and professional bodies can help move the conversation from symbolic
solidarity to concrete institutional support. They can also encourage universities to align local
action with the priorities of Palestinian institutions, including the Emergency Committee’s
Higher Education Priorities for Universities in Gaza.
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In the UK, University and College Workers for Palestine and University and College Union (UCU)
branches have helped publicise these priorities and encouraged branches to connect
campaigning with practical support for Palestinian higher education. The Campus Voices for
Palestine Solidarity Tour, which ran its third tour this year, has also brought Palestinian
academic voices into UK universities, helping connect advocacy with the institutional question
of how universities can support the higher education sector in Palestine.

Learned societies and professional associations can also make commitments to building
solidarity with Palestinian higher education. The American Historical Association’s 2025
“Resolution to Oppose Scholasticide in Gaza” offers an example of how learned societies can
use their disciplinary authority to respond to the destruction of Palestinian education.

The resolution affirmed that the AHA supports “the right of all peoples to freely teach and
learn about their past,” condemned Israeli violence in Gaza as undermining that right, called for
a permanent ceasefire to halt scholasticide, and proposed that the association form a
committee to assist in rebuilding Gaza's educational infrastructure. Although the AHA Council
later vetoed the resolution, its passage by members at the 2025 business meeting remains
significant: it shows how a learned society can connect academic freedom, disciplinary
responsibility and material support for the rebuilding of Palestinian higher education.

The British Society for Middle Eastern Studies (BRISMES) has similarly issued statements
calling attention to the destruction of Palestinian educational institutions and the need to
defend academic freedom. It has also supported Isnad fundraising, showing how learned
societies can connect academic solidarity with direct support for students and institutional
continuation.

MESA's 2025 Academic Freedom Award to the Emergency Committee of Universities in Gaza
and the Isnad programme is another important example. MESA recognised the Emergency
Committee and Isnad for their role in defending the right to education amid the destruction of
Gaza's higher education sector.

The importance of these interventions is practical as well as symbolic. They can clarify that
academic freedom includes the right of Palestinian universities to teach, conduct research and
maintain institutional life. They can also create pressure, funding routes and professional
legitimacy for partnership work that strengthens Palestinian higher education.

Coordinated digital infrastructure initiatives

A third model of sectoral partnership concerns shared infrastructure. In the present context,
digital platforms, virtual learning environments, research collaboration systems, library access
and connectivity support are part of the infrastructure of academic continuity.

19
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The UNESCO Gaza Virtual Campus aims to support Gaza's universities by enabling online
learning environments, digital classrooms, management systems, assessment tools and
temporary learning spaces. Its ambition to reach students across Gaza’s higher education
sector demonstrates the scale at which digital infrastructure needs to be approached. Such
initiatives are not a replacement for universities or for rebuilding physical campuses. They can,
however, support continuity while institutional recovery and reconstruction are pursued.

Research4life is another important digital access route. It provides Palestinian universities
with access to academic and professional peer-reviewed content, including journals, books and
databases, through programmes covering health, agriculture, environment, applied sciences
and law. For Palestinian universities, access to research literature is essential for teaching,
supervision, curriculum continuity and research activity, especially where libraries, laboratories
and physical infrastructure have been damaged or destroyed.

H-Gaza, developed by UNIMED, is useful to note as evidence of a wider shift of European
university networks towards recognising the need for coordinated support for research in
Gaza. Its value lies in signalling that research support for Gaza requires organised, sector-level
attention and connection between European universities, Palestinian academics and
institutional recovery efforts.

This kind of infrastructure work should be approached as part of institutional partnership.
Sector-wide digital initiatives should strengthen teaching, research, assessment, library access
and academic administration within Palestinian universities. They should also connect to
longer-term institutional partnerships rather than remaining short-term technical
interventions.
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Institutional partnerships

Institutional partnerships are formal university-to-university collaborations, usually
established through memoranda of understanding or twinning agreements. Their value is that
they move support beyond individual academic goodwill into recognised institutional
commitments, with senior leadership backing, named contacts, agreed areas of cooperation
and mechanisms for developing work over time. In the case of Palestine, and especially Gaza,
this model responds directly to the call from Palestinian universities for support that
strengthens existing institutions rather than creating parallel structures. Selected examples of
institutional partnerships with Palestinian universities are included in Appendix I.

Twinning

Institution-to-institution partnership is not a new or unusual demand on universities. It was
the cornerstone of the major higher education mobilisation, for example, in response to the
war in Ukraine, where twinning became a guiding framework for connecting Ukrainian
universities with international partners. The UK-Ukraine Twinning Initiative achieved more
than a hundred institution-to-institution partnerships. Its stated aims included preserving the
integrity of Ukraine's higher education system, preventing brain drain and helping universities
emerge from the crisis with strengthened resources, skills and international experience.

In practice, twinning has supported online teaching, digital infrastructure, equipment, library
access, English language provision, mental health support, research collaboration, mobility;,
joint programmes and institutional planning.

Twinning also has a longer history in UK-Palestine civil society links. Town and friendship links
between British and Palestinian communities, including those connected through the Britain-
Palestine Friendship and Twinning Network, have created relationships of solidarity, exchange
and public education over many years. In higher education, twinning can build on this civic
tradition while giving it an institutional academic form. A university twinning agreement can
create a framework for shared teaching, research collaboration, staff exchange, student
support, administrative cooperation, digital access, fundraising and longer-term rebuilding
support.

Memoranda of understanding

Another framework for institutional partnership is the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).
While an MoU may not produce an immediate project, it establishes the formal groundwork
necessary for future initiatives. These agreements help define mutual goals, designate official
liaisons, and identify academic synergies, providing a functional roadmap for departments,

faculties, and research hubs. .
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The University College London, UCL, Institute of Education’s three recent MoUs with the
Faculties of Education at Al-Agsa University, Al-Azhar University-Gaza and the Islamic
University of Gaza provide an important example. Developed through engagement with the
Emergency Committee of Universities in Gaza and its Education and Arts Subcommittee, the
agreements formalise cooperation around intellectual exchange, collaborative research and
teaching support in education and the social sciences.

The MoUs recognise that the three Gaza universities have faculties whose subject areas
correspond to departments and centres at UCL's Institute of Education, IOE, and frame the
relationship as a strategic partnership linking IOE’s research strengths to the rebuilding and
strengthening of higher education in Gaza. The importance of this example lies not only in the
signing of MoUs, but in the way a university faculty used existing academic structures to
establish direct, institutionally recognised cooperation with Gaza's universities.

Multi-institutional collaboration

Multi-institutional collaboration can include research consortia, externally funded projects,
regional networks and international programmes involving several universities at once. These
models can be useful where the scale of need is beyond the capacity of a single bilateral
partnership. They can pool expertise, widen access to resources and connect Palestinian
universities to broader research and teaching infrastructures.

The FORWARD project, an Erasmus+ programme coordinated by Oslo Metropolitan University,
illustrates this kind of multi-institutional collaboration. It partners the Islamic University of
Gaza and An-Najah National University with European universities to develop online training
modules in urban resilience and open science. Its relevance lies not only in its subject matter,
butin the model it offers: Palestinian universities are part of a structured European
partnership that links digital access, curriculum development, research collaboration and
institutional recognition. For readers looking for practical routes into partnership, FORWARD
shows how existing European cooperation frameworks can be used to include Palestinian
universities in multi-partner academic work.
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