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SUMMARY

Since October 7, 2023, Israel's military assault in Gaza has resulted in
unprecedented destruction and multiple humanitarian catastrophes. In its ruling
of 26th of January 2024, the UN International Court of Justice (ICJ) found it, at
least, plausible that Israel is committing a genocide in the Gaza Strip
(International Court of Justice, 2024).

Among the primary targets of the genocidal war has been Gaza’s higher
education system, which has faced systematic and devastating attacks. While
Israel’s deliberate targeting of academic institutions in Gaza is not new, the scale
and intensity of destruction in this war have reached unprecedented levels.
Twenty of Gazad's higher education institutions have been bombed, resulting in
the destruction of four out of six of the major universities with the rest severely
damaged.

Beyond the destruction of infrastructure, Palestinian academics have been
directly targeted, with many killed, imprisoned, or suffering life-altering injuries,
while others have endured immense hardship and psychological trauma, facing
loss, starvation, and displacement. Since the onset of the military assault, both
the personal and professional lives of academics have been under constant and
severe threat, further jeopardising Palestine’s intellectual and educational future.

According to the Palestinian Ministry of Education and Higher Education, the
Israeli military had killed more than 190 academics in Gaza by April 2025. These
scholars specialised in diverse fields of study, and their contributions formed the
foundation of academic research in universities across the Gaza Strip. Many of
these faculty members were killed alongside their families. Among those killed
are three current and former university presidents and more than 95 deans and
professors.


https://www.moe.edu.ps/
https://www.palestinenature.org/research/SftQumsiyeh-Banat.pdf
http://moe.edu.ps/

Some of the most senior faculty members who have been killed include Professor
Sufyan Tayeh, President of the Islamic University of Gaza and UNESCO Chair in
Astronomy, Astrophysics, and Space Sciences in Palestine; Dr. Faiq Al-Naoug,
Vice President of Al-Agsa University; Dr. Said Al-Zubda, President of the University
College of Applied Sciences in Gaza; Dr. Mohammad Shubair, former President of
the Islamic University of Gaza; and Dr. Ahmed Hamdi Abo Absa, Dean of the
University of Palestine’'s Software Engineering Department, who was detained for
three days before being shot and killed by Israeli forces as he left his campus
building.

Since the onset of the military assault,
both the personal and professional
lives of academics have been under
constant and severe threat, further

jeopardizing Palestine’s intellectual
and educational future.

For a full list of Palestinian academics killed in Gaza, please refer
here.


https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/euro-med-monitor-sends-un-rapporteurs-icc-prosecutor-primary-report-documenting-dozens-field-execution-cases-gaza-enar
https://aurdip.org/en/over-100-academics-killed-in-gaza-war/

CASE STUDIES: THE TARGETED KILLING OF
PALESTINIAN ACADEMICS

Dr. Omar Saleh Farwana: A Physician, Educator,
and Infertility Specialist

Dr. Omar Saleh Farwana was a prominent
Palestinian physician, educator, and infertility
specialist who dedicated more than 30 years
of his life to medical practice and education in
Gaza. He served as Dean of the Faculty of
Medicine at the Islamic University of Gaza (IUG)
and was a renowned infertility and IVF
specialist, providing critical medical services to
families across Gaza. His expertise and
contributions extended beyond academia; he
also worked at Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City,
the largest and most important medical
facility in the Strip and helped establish the
"‘Public Service" and ‘Friends of the Patient’
hospitals in Gaza.

Dr. Farwana earned his doctorate in physiology from the University of Leeds and
was widely respected for both his medical expertise and humanitarian work. His
dedication, generosity, and contributions to Palestinian healthcare made him a
revered figure in both medical and academic circles.

On October 15, 2023, an Israeli airstrike targeted Dr. Farwana’s home in the Tal Al-
Hawa neighborhood, southwest of Gaza City, killing him along with his wife,
children, and grandchildren. In total, more than a dozen members of his family
were killed, including his daughter Dr. Aya Farwanag, also a physician; eight
children, among them a three-year-old and a newborn; and four women,
including his wife.

Only one family member survived: eleven-year-old Lynn Saleh Maher Farwana.


https://gazahcsector.palestine-studies.org/en/node/390

CASE STUDIES: THE TARGETED KILLING OF
PALESTINIAN ACADEMICS

Dr. Adnan Al-Bursh: Scientist and Orthopedic
Surgeon

Dr. Adnan  Al-Bursh was a
prominent Palestinion academic
and orthopedic  surgeon who
taught at the Faculty of Medicine at
the Islamic University of Gaza. After
earning his medical degree from
the University of lasi, he pursued
advanced specialisation in
orthopedic and joint surgery,
gaining the Jordanian Board and a
fellowship in complex fractures
from King's College London.

Dr. Al-Bursh was also a member of the Palestinian Medical Board Committee and
held a Master’s degree in political science from Al-Azhar University in Gaza. Widely
respected for both his clinical expertise and academic leadership, Dr. Al-Bursh
headed the orthopedics department at Al-Shifa Medical Complex for over a
decade and played a vital role in training future generations of Palestinian
doctors.

During the Israeli genocide in Gaza, he insisted on continuing his medical and
academic duties under bombardment, even sustaining injuries himself during an
Israeli airstrike on the Indonesian Hospital while performing surgery. After being
forcibly evacuated from multiple hospitals, he was abducted by Israeli forces in
December 2023. He was reportedly beaten in prison, with his body showing signs
of torture, prompting_the UN Special Rapporteur to call for an independent
investigation into his death. Dr Al-Bursh was killed in custody on 19 April 2024. His
body remains withheld.



https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/05/un-expert-horrified-death-gazan-orthopedic-surgeon-israeli-detention
https://gazaeducationsector.palestine-studies.org/ar/node/3638

CASE STUDIES: THE TARGETED KILLING OF
PALESTINIAN ACADEMICS

Nesma Abu Shaira: A Visual Artist and Educator

Nesma Abu Shaira was a visual artist
and educator at Al-Agsa University
in Gaza, where she lectured in the
Department of Fine Arts and Graphic
Design. Passionate about her work,
she took particular pride in her
female students, often expressing
her belief in their potential and
describing them as the future of art
in Gaza.

On October 28, 36-year-old Abu
Shaira and her family were killed
when an lIsraeli aqirstrike targeted
their home in Gaza City.

A lifelong resident of Gaza, she had earned her degree in fine arts from Al-Agsa
University, later returning as a faculty member to teach fine arts and graphic
design.

Her artistic interests centred on character sketches, including depictions of literary
figures and mythical beings. In 2011, she was recognised for her talent, winning
third place in the first Gaza Contemporary Art Festival.

At the time of her death, Abu Shaira was actively engaged in several creative
projects, including illustrating a children’s book and developing a new series of
artworks that sought to document Palestine through her unique artistic vision.


https://gufsjp.org/fact-sheet-scholars-killed/

CASE STUDIES: THE TARGETED KILLING OF
PALESTINIAN ACADEMICS

Dr. Refaat Alareer: An Academic, Writer, and Poet

Dr. Refaat Alareer was a writer, and
poet who taught English literature
and creative writing at the Islamic
University of Gaza. He held degrees
in English literature from University
College London and Universiti Putra
Malaysia. Over two decades, Dr.
Alareer mentored and taught
generations of Palestinian writers
and journalists, many of whom
became Gaza's voice to the world.

Born in the Shujaiya neighborhood of
Gaza City, Dr. Alareer was a leading
intellectual force in the struggle to

reclaim Palestinion narrative space. He co-founded We Are Not Numbers, @
groundbreaking initiative for young Gazans to tell their stories, and edited Gaza
Writes Back, a collection of short stories written by young Gazan writers in the wake
of Israel's 2008 assault on Gaza.

His poem “If | Must Die” became one of the most widely shared literary texts from
Gaza, following his death. In the weeks leading up to his assassination, Dr. Alareer
was the target of online incitement campaigns. He was killed in an Israeli airstrike
on 6 December 2023, along with two of his siblings and four of their children.


https://gufsjp.org/fact-sheet-scholars-killed/
https://gufsjp.org/fact-sheet-scholars-killed/
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6014

CASE STUDIES: THE TARGETED KILLING OF
PALESTINIAN ACADEMICS

Dr. Sirin Al Attar: An Academic and Gynecologist

Dr. Sirin Al Attar was a devoted
UNRWA gynaecologist, lecturer, and
mother of three, killed in the al-
Bureij refugee camp on 11 October
2023 during Israel’'s war on Gaza.

A graduate of Al-Quds University's
Faculty of Medicine (Class of 2008),
she held Arab, Jordanian, and
Palestinion Board Certifications in
Obstetrics and Gynecology.

Dr. Al Attar combined clinical excellence with a passion for teaching. She lectured
in the medical faculties of the Islamic University of Gaza, Al Azhar University, and
taught postgraduate students at Al-Quds University. Her unique ability to bridge
academic and practical knowledge made her a vital figure in her field.

She was deeply respected by colleagues, students, and patients alike, known not
only for her medical skill but also for her compassion and humanity. “She was one
of the best, most wonderful and most humane doctors | have met and dealt with,”
said Dr. Ghada al-Jadba, Chief of UNRWA's Health Programme in Gaza.

Dr. Sirin Al Attar’'s loss is felt profoundly by her family, her students, her community,
and all those whose lives she touched.


https://gufsjp.org/fact-sheet-scholars-killed/
https://gufsjp.org/fact-sheet-scholars-killed/
https://www.unrwa.org/they-will-never-be-forgotten-dr-sirin-mohammed-al-attar

CASE STUDIES: THE TARGETED KILLING OF
PALESTINIAN ACADEMICS

Dr. Amin Al-Bahtiti: A Rising Academic and
Healthcare Professional

Dr Amin Al-Bahtiti a 24-year-old dentist
and assistant  lecturer at  Al-Azhar
University in Gaza, was widely known for his
warm personality, constant smile, and
contagious laughter. Passionate about his
profession, he aspired to establish his own
dental clinic in Gaza.

He was loved by his colleagues, patients,
and students,_who described his courses
as among their favourites.

Following the passing of his father, Al-Bahtiti took on the responsibility of providing
for his family, ensuring the well-being of his mother and nine sisters. On November
B, 2023, he left home in search of food for them but never returned. He was killed in
an Israeli airstrike, and his body was discovered several days later.


https://gufsjp.org/fact-sheet-scholars-killed/
https://electronicintifada.net/content/my-elegant-friend-killed-israel/44216

Scholasticide: The Systematic Destruction of
Knowledge Production

South Africa’s application to the ICJ highlighted the systematic destruction of
Gaza's higher education institutions, characterised by Israel’s deliberate intent to
target and dismantle academic infrastructure, and the killing of esteemed
Palestinian academics. According to the definition provided by Scholars Against
the War on Palestine, scholasticide comprises a number of acts that entail the
systemic destruction, in whole or in part, of the educational life of a national,
ethnic, racial, or religious group. Act No. 1 of 18 states: “Killings and assassinations
of university and school teachers, students, staff, and administrators.” By
targeting Palestinian scholars, Israel is not only killing individuals but also
dismantling the intellectual foundation necessary for Palestinian self-
determination, cultural preservation, and knowledge production.

The killing of Palestinian academics is part of a
long-standing and systematic pattern of
deliberate attacks on knowledge production
and cultural heritage in Palestine.

These assaults target the fabric of Palestinian national identity and dismantle the
foundations of intellectual and academic life. They align with Israel’'s broader
objective of making the territory uninhabitable and creating an environment
devoid of the basic necessities and infrastructure.

The deliberate targeting of Palestinian academics constitutes a grave violation of
international law, as affirmed by United Nations experts. Such attacks violate
fundamental human rights, including the right to education, freedom of
expression, and academic freedom, as enshrined in international human rights
treaties such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), and the
Fourth Geneva Convention.


https://scholarsagainstwar.org/toolkit/
https://scholarsagainstwar.org/toolkit/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/04/un-experts-deeply-concerned-over-scholasticide-gaza

«@ Call to Action: Defending Palestinian Higher
Education

The international community and higher education institutions worldwide have a
moral and legal obligation to expose the scholasticide taking place in Gaza and
to take concrete action in response.

Universities, academic organisations, and research
institutions must take action by:

—

3 Publicly condemning the killing of Palestinian academics and the destruction
of universities in Gaza as acts of scholasticide and violations of international
law.

% Publicly committing to supporting the rebuilding of Gaza’'s demolished
universities.

%> Expanding International Partnerships: Universities should establish
partnerships with Gaza's higher education institutions, responding to the call
for support from the Emergency Committee of Universities in Gaza in order to
support them at this critical time.

52 Enhancing Global Advocacy for Gaza’'s Higher Education: Encourage

= academic unions, student groups, and faculty associations to work alongside
Gaza’'s universities in their efforts to sustain higher education in Gaza and
preserve the future of this vital pillar of Palestinian civic, cultural and economic
life. Demand protection for Palestinian higher education institutions at global
forums.

@g Supporting the Isnad Programme: Urgently mobilising funding for tuition and
faculty salaries to sustain Gaza's universities.
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https://taawon.org/en/isnad

«@ Call to Action: Defending Palestinian Higher
Education

In order to fulfil their legal and ethical duties to the Palestinian people, and
Palestinian students and educators in particular, they must urgently advocate for
the following measures:

Recommendations for parliamentarians

@ Ending the scholasticide in Gaza and halt all complicity in Israel’'s ongoing
atrocities against the Palestinian people, including an immediate two-way
arms embargo on Israel, preventing Israel from using weapons that could be
used to violate international law, including attacks on Palestinian education.

0 Working internationally to bring about an immediate and permanent
ceasefire and ensure the siege is lifted to allow for unrestricted access to food,
water, fuel, electricity, and humanitarian aid.

@@ Providing resources to promote partnership between UK and Palestinian
universities in order to support the resilience of the higher education sector in
Gaza.

% Rebuilding of the demolished universities and schools in Gaza and ensuring
no measures are taken by the UK or its public institutions that contribute to
further weakening the integrity of Gaza's education system by bypassing Gaza
universities in reconstruction plans.
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